BRINGING MARTIAL A THE NEC BIRMINGHAM
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Action 3/% Film 3/

APOCALYPSE NOW [BR, 13, RRP E25.99) Review by Phil Hobden

During the on-going Vietnam War, Captain Willard is sent on a dangerous mission into Cambodia
o assassinate a renegade Green Beret who has set himself up as a God among & local tribe,
Orne of the greatest war movies aver made is re-released this manth on a multiple Blu-Ray super
package which includes what is probably the best cut of the film along side tons of extras, not

least HEARTS OF DARKMESS, the award winning and simply epic making of documentary.
Apocalypse Mow is simply a must own film.

Netion 4/5 Film §/5
I you liked this, try; Platoon, MASH, Murl Logker

The Hil List |1|] W[I] Reviewesd by Mant Duggy
¥ ¥

After what is possibly the worst day of his life, Allan Campbell (Cole Hauser) goes to his local bar
o drown his sorrows. There he meets Jonas Arbor (Cuba Gooding Jr), a rouge ClA assassin

Arbor asks Campbell to draw up a hypothetical list of 5 people he wants dead, a drunken
Campbell obliges and Arbor disappears info the night.

= The next morning, Campbell awakens to the news that one of the people on his list has already
i

been murdered; can Campbell stop Arbor from completing his list and at what personal cost?

Borrowing heavily from Collateral, The Hit List is a formulaic cat and mouse thriller with a high
body count, creaky acting and a well worn idea.

It you liked this, try; Gollateral, The Gontract, The Mechanic

ol TN
5 =

|

G 141
W ‘.‘:1 iU

;-*}.:,1.1[ ©

Film 3/5 Aetinn 4/5

L 05 ANGELED
- ]

BATTLE: 105 ANGELES (BR/IVA, 15, £19.99) meview by Phil Hobden

Battle: Los Angeles is nothing less that big, dump, slupid, gung ho action. If that's your bag then
you can do far worse than this unpretentious mash of Alien's vs Humans. A solider on the dawn
of retirement is drawn into a deadly war as extra terrestrial invaders |ay the smack down on a

batterad LA. Whilst there is very litlle orginality here, | was never bored and at times it was pretty
imprassve.

Action 3/5 film 38
I you liked this, Iry; Independence Day; War Of The Worlds

WUSHL ||]'|||].|E] Review by Mike FParkin

Brothers Li ¥i and Li Er are sent fo study at a Wushu school, under the tuielage of their father Li
Hui {(Sammo Hung). The young lads make some strong friendships and they all grow up together,
becoming incredible athietes in the process. Mow in their teens, the friends compete in a tournament
hoping for a place on the Mational team, and find themsealves trying to foil a dastardly kidnap gang
who are targeting children in the area. This is guite a weird film, in that if not for the kidnapping side
plot there is no dramatic tension whatsoever, Everyone gets along famously with everyone else —
even the kids' rivals, However it's easy 10 s&& past thal once these guys slar really displaying thelr
skills, which are pretty phenomenal. The kidnapging plot pays off very well too allowing a little dark

edginess fo proceedings and allowing Sammo Hung to prove that he is still very much the daddy.

If you liked this try: Best of the Besl, 5PL
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COMBAT FILM

By Phil Hobden

THE WARRIDR'S PATH "5 I]'uI[I] Reviewad by Matl Duddy

| When priceless Thai treasures are stolen by & ruthless mafia boss, it is up to Krit, a gifted martial
artist and his archasologist friend Praifa to return the antigues o the Thai Royal Palace. The latest
film from the team behind the Ong Bak series sees regular stalwarts Mike B and Erlk Schuetz
given more of a leading role. The Warrior's Path sticks closely to the themes (and storyling) which
made the original Ong Bak such a success, however, this seems a sometimes confusing and lazy

L effort with no real standout fight sequences in its very short 73 minute runtime. Come back Tony
o 1. > % Jaa, all is forgiven!

Action 3/5 Film 2/8
11 yau liked s, Iry; Oog Bak, Warriar Kiog, Ghocolate
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THE MAN FROM NOWHERE (18, VD) =eviewed by Matt Duddy

> P The highest grassing Korean film in recent years seas reclusive pawn shop owner Tae-Shik lake on
& local mobsters when his only friend and her young daughter are kidnapped. In return for the safe
releasze of his friends, Tae-Shik agrees to do & job for the moosters however, the job turns out to be
} i ;,-g_.lijl a el up leaving him the larget tor both the police and a rival gang. Stylishly shot, wltraviolenl and
FRith

HH‘H“ bRt boasting one of the besl ever knife fight sequences commitled to film, Tha Man From Nowhera is a

Film &/ Actina /8

pulsating thriller which richly desarves comparison to the classic films of John Woo and Takeshi Kitang,

Action Bfa Film 42
I you liked this, try; Taken, Man on Fire, Lean

The Higter (18] Review by Richard Hawes

Christian Bale may hawve won an Oscar for his performance as crack addicted retired boxer Dicky
Eklund, but the fighter of the fitle is actually Dicky’'s hali-brother. As portrayed by Mark Wahlberg,
Mickey Ward is tough but gentle, overshadowed by the powerful, domineering personalities thal
surround him. Most notably those of his wild sibling, who once fought Sugar Ray Leonard, and
mother'manager Alice. His journey to triumph is a familiar one, but it's confrontations that take
place outside the ring that have almost as much, if not more, significance and make the story feel
50 original. Director David 0. Russell has made a film that's a compalling mix of kilchen-sink drama
and sporis movie cliches. Mot just a must see for fight fans. Highly recommended.

11 yow Jiked tis fry Warriar; The Wrestier, [mincible

Film &/5 Aclipa'®/a

KNOGK DUT m. "|]| Heview by Richard Hawes

Heleased in 2010, India's unofficial version of Phone Booth (2002) elaborates on Larry Cohen's
original concept but not in the way you might expect. Hindi-language remakes usually mean the
addition of song and dance sequences that aliznate westem audiences, but Knock Out has none
of those expected Bollywood flourishes., This is a slick but OTT thriller very much in the Hollywood
mould. Though it may be an obvious rip-off, it is a veny satisfying one. Perhaps even more so than the
original, Of particular interest to Combat readers will be the hand-to-hand action action sequences,
in which 51-year-old Indian icon Sanjay Dutt takes on Britain's own Silvio Simac and Joey Ansah.
The latter recreating his memarable scrap with Jason Bourng in The Bourne Ultimatum (2007).

If yau fiked tis fry Rudraksh, Speed, Comoected
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HORWEGIAN NINJA “5, I]llll] Review by Mike Parkin

Director Thomas Malling was 12 years old when he walched the news about politician Arne Treholte
being arrested for high treason and espionage. Malling's film takes that news story and filters it
through the eyes of his 12 year old self, incorporating all that was important 12 him at the time, such
as video games, comics and spy movies...and ninjas. In Malling’s version, Treholt was in fact the
leader of an elite special forces group called Minja Force. In his most deadly adventure, Treholte
and his men must prevent the agenis of “Stay Behind” from implicating Russia in a series of terroris!
attacks on Morway, thereby allowing USA to get a foot-hold on the country. The end result is a
wonderiul fantasy movie which mixes loads of different elements all to good effect.

Film &/5 Aclipndls
If you like this, iry; Black Dynamite, GI JOE, Team America: Warld Police

THE MECHAMIG ﬂﬁ, [IW] Review by Phil Hobden

Jason Statham is Arthur Bishop an elite assassin working for a shady organisation. Bul when the
Agency doubla cross him and his mentor and friend Harry (Donald Sutherland) is killad, Bishop
enlists Harry's son {Ben Foster) on a mission to avenge his death. Cue explosions, shoot outs
and the usual shots of Statham bare-chested. Let's get this straight The Mechanic is nothing you
haven't seen numerpus fimes before. That said it's a pretty enjoyable romp, is aciually a better
film than the Charles Bronson ornginal and is far from boring.  So overall well worth a watch.

Film &5 Action 45
If you liked this try The Transparter 1 & 2, Grank

_* THE DEVIES TOME [[W', lﬂl Heview By Danig! Gibberd

ﬁi d 51
% 'ﬁ Cuba Gooding Jr. leads an elite special forces unil to secure an underground bunker and rescue
by A, a scientist working there...but something unholy lies waiting for them! Despite a decent cast and
i I,I‘_*'ﬁvl e solid direction by debutante helmer Jason Connery, the bad tends to outweigh the good, and

that's mostly down o the scripl. It's chock full of illogical plot holes and tired Hollywood cliches,
'I Ay o meaning it's pratty pradictable throughout, and you don't for a second buy that thege actors are

/ ; 'y ‘:‘ ' gpecial forces troops. They just don't convince. There's a distinct whiff of an 'Aliens’ homage here
# ... ' andthere, but it's cbviously not in the same league. It's not quite theatrical release quality, but
T batter than most straight-to-DVD fare. Worth a rental, but notl much mare,

film 2/5 Aclist /8
You May Also Like; The Bunker, Dutpost, Fvest Horizan, Aliens

FIGHT BVD°S — WivE/UEG ROUND LP
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PHIL'S QUIGK CAPSULE REVIEW {for more check out hifp:¥uglyreview. blogspot.com)

Due fo Space congtrainis we had fo irim a few reviews from last lssue. So... the abbreviated versions:
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