Graig Fairbrass

The Footsoldier has Risen .........

From humble beginnings in East London, Craig Fairbrass has fought his way
through a series of gangster roles to become one of Britain’s hardest working actors.

Barn in Steprioy in 1964, Cralg got the acting bug aged
15 and worked as a roof labourer and doorman to support
himzelf through drama school. Working on such TV sarias
as Prime Suspect and London's Burming led to Cralg baing
cast in the Stallona film Cliffhanger.

A role as Dan Sullivan in Eastenders soon followed but
it was the role of Pat Tate in 2007s Rise of the Footsoldier
that cemented Craig's hard man image

Combat Film caught up with Crailg to discuss his latest
filrm amd his career so lar.

Your latest film “Bead Gert” where you play @ gangster
erinrrmmmmmmnu by some
ock meets From Dusk Till Bawn, what can you tell

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: In respact to the budget we had it's a
very ambitious film, | would describe it as a contempaorary
madarn London thriller with vampires! We shat [t in Easi
London with a really amazing cast whom it was a pleasure
and a privilege to work with, I's very hard to emulate a film
that is as successful and well made as From Dusk Till Dawn
and would say that it's more atiune to Lock Stock. Personally
| weould hawve liked it to be alot darker as | am a masshve hor-
rar fan but at the same time | think it is a very entartaining
take an vampires versus gangsters which the audience will
raally go for as it is a very commercial actionvhorror film.

What atfracted you fo this project?

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: As a horrar and action fan. the whole
pramisa of the lilm, the ong man against tha warld typa of
slull whare a person gels pushead and has to da whal he
does besL | just love those scenarios. Tha concept of the
film, when we ware discussing it was raally exciting and just
seemed to get better and better, we ended up filming it
within 12 weeks of having the idea so it was get in there,
dig deep and shoot
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With a cast of actars you bad worked with many limes
before [Billy Murray, Bexter Fletcher, Steven Berkoff, Jason
Fiemyng) Dead mmrﬂmamwmm
you find it easier to wark with your friends:

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: Definitaly 100%. You know the guys
who you click with and look forward to doing scenes with
them. When you are working with a group of people who
are percaived in the business as “actors” IU's fantastic to ba
In scaenas wilh tham and it's a dream come trde for me.

There is Hmfmn!amlﬂrilmrﬂnﬂm has
been by his inclosion on the BYD artwork, wihat are
your on this?

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: I'm a massiva lan of Danny's wark
and there is & huge market out there so the marketing and
distribution neads o reflect this hence why there is a spoil-
er on the artwork. | have just finished working with Danny
an a film called Devils Playground and it is great to waork
with a real bona fide actor wha is always prepared,
switched on and loves his craft. As far as | am concerned
he is “Bulletproof Dyer™

Without toa much away the film s kept apen af the
end, is ﬂ{rmuemmmg?

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: We did it for that specific reason and
| wauld love to do a sequel. | would lave o have some
mara input an any segueal and make It alol mona viscaral,
violent, darker and grittier, as much as | love the original |
think there is scope o lake it in a differant direction.

You have your own Blank

Miammmum sm#m

m"ﬁrhﬂmmmm,m;umnumm
of the films that are in the pipeline?

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: | have angther actign film coming gut
called Freight where | play an ex mercenary against some
Eastern European gangsters who fry to muscle in on the
London sex scene. Devils Playground as | mentioned eari-
er, which is an amazing film and a really classy piece of
harror cinama. | have a very action anentated role but the
characler was interesting o play as thare are definite
chinks in his armour and a real Achilles heel

rﬂﬂ iﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂfﬂl produced and are about lo star in
“ what can you fell mahmﬂmrh'mnm
mmmmmnm



CRAIG FAIRBRASS: After Rise of the Footsoldier, | was told
that | came out of the film well and had a chance of astablish-
ing mysell in ganra films. Onea of the major problems we have
today I5 lack of quality product, As a writer | can presently
only write about what | know and I'm at an age now where |
thought that maybe | could use some of the things that are up
my sleeve and put them forward. Gunned Down was that pro-
ject. It's a hard hitting violent film sat in London and Marbella
that s a cross between Heat, Sexy Beast and Point Blank

L e
year, mﬁrmr

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: | don't kmow! | had a rough timme in the
early 2000's when | came oul of Eastenders, | was offerad
every reality show going but | made a conscious decision o
walk away from that fype of thing. | decided that | needed 1o
reinvent myself and went over o the states and worked on a
couple of films and TV series there which helped me get my
confidence back and realise that | could walk into a room
and nick a job. Julian Gilbey then saw me and cast me in
Rize of the Footsoldier and that film rescued my career.
Since then Jonathan Sothcolt has seen that there is a brand
that can be built around me and has taken me under his
wing and we are getting there slowly but suraly.

ﬂn&mmmlmi_xmmis
urlnn worked with on
nafnalmlzumﬂmmsunm?

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: One of tha greatast experaences of
my life, but if | won the lottery | would go back and reshoot
all of my scenes! The main scene between myself and
Stallone had just been rewritten that morning and as | was
young | was just happy to be there. When | hear the open-
ing credits now | just run as it is an TV almaost every night!

Gowld there be a roie in bis next film for you? Maybe The
Expendables 27

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: Funnily enough another critic has just
said that | am action star material and should be in the line
up with all these other guys. I'm really happy with
whal we are doing at the momeant and want
o keep the fans happy and treat them
with respect and hopefully make
films they will want to see

wmnmmrﬂmmmmmmmmm

the only ¢

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: Thanks for saying that! Of course |
would love to do that and it is my dream, I'm looking at the
likes of Liam Meeson and thare s a market for mea and |
would like to think that | am a pretty good actor in those
roles. | don't want to do chop suey films with jumping and
kicking as that it not my style; I'm more of a left hook and a
head butt!

Which acters would you eite as your acfion influences?

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: | love Stallone as he was always
someaong that | looked up to. | walch the oodd Steven Seagal
film & | think that Jason Statham is great, When | watched
Taken | decided that these were the sort of action roles that
| wanted to do, something with a little gravitas fo it.

mﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬁf ﬁg erny Mciean wanti-
mg you fo play kim in 2 film of ffﬂlﬂfﬂﬂill’ﬂlsnrﬂ'l‘
ever see [he light of day?

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: Looking back it was a blessing in dis-
guize as the soript wasn't very good, it was a rushed project
and | think | was too soft looking and young for the role
back then and it didn't look right. Please Gaod, | hope tha
film gets made puraly for his family.

How do you feel to be ast as the kard man
mﬁ;ﬂmwﬁfym other roles

CRAIG FAIRBRASS: | love baing typacast as thara is anly
gne thing werse and that's not being cast! So | would rather
be working in my litlle niche than sitting at home walching
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With ihamks fo Graig Fairbrass.
Dead Gert is on BYD on the 27th Sepiember.
Bevils Playground and Freight are M‘I‘irﬂﬂaﬂﬂlﬂﬂfﬂlﬂr

LGraig Fairbrass’ Top & Action Films;
Diie Hard 2

Ciiffhanger

On Her Majesty’s Secrat Sorvice
Taken

Predator
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