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James

Part 1

Bond for me is the classic British hero. Sexy, smart, dangerous and silky smooth, he’s
been an icon of British cinema for over forty five years now. Over the next few issues of
Combat film I'll be taking a look back at my favourite Bonds, Bond girls and Bond gadgets.

Favourite Bonds:

There have been 5 very different Bonds, all good in their
own way. Here’s my two favourites...

Timothy Dalton - Dalton was much maligned as Bond
but much like Daniel Craig | felt he bought a certain raw-
ness and vulnerability to the role. Probably as the perfect
antidote to the comedy eye winking , wise cracks and
karate chopping of Roger Moore, Dalton was much clos-
er to the literary incarnation of Bond. Within that License
To Kill's Bond as rouge agent saw Bond for the first time
(at least until Casino Royale) as a deadly killer unbound
by the rules of the state finally bringing back some of the
darkness to a character tainted by too much joviality and
safari suits (yes Mr Moore I'm looking at you...)

Sean Connery - Connery was the blue print for Bond,
the yard stick that everyone else is and will always be,
measured by. But beyond that Connery as Bond is one
of cinemas greatest characters - as the cliché goes,
every woman wanted to sleep with him and every man
wanted to be him. Connery was the alpha male, the
playboy, the deadly secret agent. It was the perfor-
mance that would makes Connery a legend that even
years of phoned in performances couldn’t taint.

Favourite Bad Guys:
What's 007 without a bad guy to take down. The follow-
ing, for me, are four of the best.

Odd Job - When it comes to Bond’s ultimate foes, they
don’t get much harder or intimidating than Odd Job and
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his deadly blade rimmed hat. Appearing as the burly
bodyguard of lead villain Auric Goldfinger, Odd Job was
impervious to Bonds blows. But not as it seemed elec-
tric fences. Like all good villains you just KNOW he
would kill you stone dead.

Jaws - The only henchman to appear in two Bond films,
Jaws was a seven foot plus towering menace who ter-
rorised 007 in both ‘The Spy Who Loved Me’ and
‘Moonraker’. Intimidating, you just know that even Bond
will struggle taking on this behemoth It's just a shame
that hard as nails lustre was lost under the high camp of
‘Moonraker’.

Francisco Scaramanga - Deadly assassin, him of three
nipples and the golden gun, Scaramanga wasn'’t just the
highest paid assassin in the world, he was also the per-
fect foil for 007. Cultured and educated, he existed in
the shadows with a fearsome reputation. In fact he was
almost a mirror for Bond himself, who in the end would
be undone only by his own arrogance.

Ernst Stavro Blofeld - As head the of the global criminal
organization SPECTRE, Blofeld was Bond’s nemesis in six
different Bond films and three different Bonds. His iconic
cat stroking may have given us comedy character’s like Dr
Evil down the road but in his day Blofeld was the hallmark
for global criminals with OTT world ending schemes and
has become almost as iconic as Bond himself.

Next Time: Bond, James Bond... Part 2: Girls & The Films




TOP FIVE...

This month: Genre director Isaac
Florentine picks his five favourite
action movies:

Once Upon a time
in the West,

The Good the bad
& the ugly,

Fists of Fury,
Enter The Drago
You Only live
twice
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