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Retrospective ‘0

So with as you read this 2009 is drawing to a close. And, in the tradition of magazines for
centuries before us, it's that time when we look back over the year to see which films blew
us a way and which ones left us cold. So here is: the Combat Film, 2009 Film in review...

The year starting strong with Mickey Rourke in THE
WRESTLER , quickly followed by UNDERWORLD 3 which
was much better than anyone expected, me especially (|
hated the first two). One of the biggest disappointments of
the year arrived soon after in WATCHMEN - a film loved by
critics but actually away from the hype was rather dull.

The Summer season turned out to be one of the
worst for some time with the majority of the big films
being pretty poor. Starting badly with X-MEN ORIGINS:
WOLVERINE, TERMINATOR SALVATION arrived soon
and at best were average, starting well but sending
everyone to sleep with yet another Human vs Terminator
in a factory conclusion.

Kids had it pretty rough this year with LAND OF THE
LOST, G-FORCE, NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 2 and YEAR
ONE all failing to engage either critics or movie goers.
Even the reliable FAST & FURIOUS franchise turned in an
effort that was only JUST above average. DRAGONBALL
EVOLUTION would mark a real low point for the year, not
least for star Chow Yun Fat. He starred in Hardboiled
remember. Yes him. Oh and who can forget (well | have
tried) the dire TRANSFORMERS 2: REVENGE OF THE
FALLEN - a film that made so little sense it could have
been in another language. Even HARRY POTTER could-
n't save the day, ending up as an over long and poorly
executed misstep in an otherwise awesome franchise.

Plus points of the Summer: The much delayed OUT-
LANDER finally arrived and was a fun if forgettable romp.
Gl JOE was better than anyone expected and the truly
great STAR TREK was probably the big budget action
film of the year. Johnny Depp in Michael Mann’s PUBLIC
ENEMY impressed whilst | liked TAKING OF PELHAM
123, even if it got mixed reviews by both press and fans.

September saw DISTRICT 9 arrive on a truck load of
hype which it MOSTLY deserved. It also saw the arrival
of let down of the year GAMER, from the team behind
the much better and highly enjoyable CRANK 2.
October was the month of comebacks with Bruce Willis
returning in the action sci-fi SURROGATES (not that
most people noticed) and Woody Harrelson in the much
better Zombie-Action-Comedy ZOMBIELAND.

The much awaiting ONG BAK follow up, ONG BAK:
THE BEGINNING reviewed badly, failing to put bums on
seats in the UK just like it did in most over countries
across the globe when it was released as ONG BAK 2.

Tarantino returned with his much muted World War 2
men on a mission action Nazi fest INGLORIOUS BAS-
TERDS - a love it or hate it kind of movie for most. We

- loved it giving it a coveted and very rare 5/5.

Direct to DVD superstars Steven Seagal, Cuba
Gooding Jnr, Dolph Lungdren and co had another busy
year with titles like COMMAND PERFORMANCE,
DEVIL’S TOMB and THE KEEPER.

MMA themed NEVER SURRENDER & FIGHTING
both missed the mark by miles leaving fight fans craving
a truly great mixed martial arts movie. It wasn’t that
much better for Wrestlers come action stars this year
with the average DAMAGE (Steve Austin) and the dull
as dish water 12 ROUNDS (John Cena) impressing few.

Elsewhere (from the ‘Not Combat Film’ section) film of
the year could well end up being Disney Pixar's UP, yet
another amazing film from one of the worlds most reliable
studios. Vegas comedy THE HANGOVER was another
top notch outing this year whilst DRAG ME TO HELL saw
Sam Rami back in top form. SLUMDOG MILLIONARE
was as good as everyone said and GRAN TORINO, prob:-
ably Clint’s acting farewell, was a joy to behold.

30 l'ﬂllﬂﬂ[ﬂﬂ up:

Film of The Year: UP

Action Film Of The Year: STAR TREK

Diamond In the Rough: GI JOE.

‘Could Have Been A Contender’ but Wasn't Award:
TRANSFORMERS 2

Loser Of The Year: MMA. Two poor MMA films did little
to help the sub-genre.

Roll On 2010: The Expendables

And that's 2009 done and dusted. As for 2010... well
with the new A TEAM movie, Vampire film DAYBREAK-
ERS, Hughes Brothers return with BOOK OF ELI, action-
comedy KICK ASS, Robert Rodriguez latest MACHETTE,
IRON MAN 2, PREDATORS and (sigh) The KARATE KID
remake maybe 2010 will live up to expectations. Maybe...


















